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sandy ponds like this, but the effect of water
under these circumstances is to level all in-
equalities. The regularity of the bottom and its
comformity to the shores and the range of the
neighbouring hills were so perfect that a distant
promontory betrayed itself in the soundings quite
across the pond, and its direction could be de-
termined by observing the opposite shore* Cape
becomes bar, and plain shoal, and valley and
gorge deep water and channel.

When I had mapped the pond by the scale of
ten rods to an inch, and put down the sound-
ings, more than a hundred in all, I observed this
remarkable coincidence. Having noticed that the
number indicating the greatest depth was ap-
parently in the centre of the map, I laid a rule
on the map lengthwise, and then breadthwise*
and found, to my surprise, that the line of great-
est length intersected the line of greatest breadth
exactly at the point of the greatest depth, not*
withstanding that the middle fe so nearly level*
the outline of the pond far from regular, and
the extreme length and breadth were got by
measuring into the coves; and I said to myself,
Who knows but this hint would conduct to the
deepest part of the ocean as well as of a pond
or puddle? Is not this the rule also for the height
of mountains, regarded as the opposite of valleys?
We know that a hill is not highest at its narrow-
est part.